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Background

• Four Operating LLC’s
• Privately Held Firm
• Woman-Owned
• Founded in 1981
• Approx. 350 Employees
• Headquartered in Charleston, SC
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• 50 Employees
• Locations: Charleston and Greenville, 

SC, Durham, NC
• Technically Diverse

• Environmental Consulting
• Engineering
• Surveying
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• Emissions Testing
• Permitting & 

Compliance
• Soil & Groundwater
• Brownfields Services
• Landfill Services
• Industrial Hygiene
• Property Due Diligence
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• Greenhouse Gas 
Services

• GEL Laboratories
• GEL Geophysics
• Civil Engineering
• Surveying
• GIS



www.gel.comproblem solved

Background

Participating in a Clean Air Partnership with the 
Berkeley/Charleston/Dorchester Council of Governments 
and SCDHEC

As a large employer focused on environmental issues and 
quantifying human impacts on the environment, GEL is at 
the forefront of local efforts to proactively address air quality 
issues
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Why is Vehicle Idling a Problem? 

� Mobile sources are a major contributor to air pollution in South Carolina.

� Idling for only 30 seconds uses up more fuel than restarting a vehicle’s engine.
� Idling wastes about 1/2 mile worth of fuel every minute. 

Idling = 0 miles per gallon

� Health impact of engine idling
� Releases harmful pollutants like CO, SO2, NOx, VOCs, fine particulates, GHG
� Diesel - contain known carcinogens

� Financial impact: Idling increases the cost of operating GEL’s fleet of vehicles
� Fleet of over 20 vehicles comprised of trucks, courier vehicles, and field equipment
� Trucks that deliver goods and services to GEL
� 350 employees with personal vehicles used to commute to work
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GEL’s Policy

1. Our drivers/operators will not leave unattended v ehicles/equipment 
idling;

2. Our drivers/operators will shut down vehicles/equ ipment when idle 
time is expected to exceed 30 seconds;

3. Our drivers/operators will idle vehicles/equipmen t only if the engine is 
required to power auxiliary equipment;
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GEL’s Policy (cont)

4. At their discretion, our drivers/operators can id le vehicles/equipment 
for safety and health necessities.  Examples includ e operating flashing 
hazard lights and cool down or warm up breaks when doing outdoor
site work in extremely hot or cold temperatures (he at stress and
hypothermia avoidance). However, this does not incl ude idling 
vehicles in the morning prior to leaving for a work  assignment.

5. While we can not force delivery truck drivers to turn off engines, we 
can politely remind them of our policy and encourag e them to shut 
down engines while making deliveries and pick ups a t GEL (and many 
of these transportation/delivery companies also hav e anti-idling 
initiatives).
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To Roll Out This Campaign GEL:

1. Posted “No Idling” signs in heavy idling areas (Field Services/Stack 
Group/Geophysics Roll Up Doors/Loading Areas, Laboratory Delivery 
Doors/Dock, Laboratory Log In Doors)

2. Distributed fact sheet to drivers and operators of company trucks/equipment, 
and place a copy of this fact sheet in the mileage log for each vehicle

3. Placed “no idling” reminder window clings inside GEL fleet vehicles

4. Placed anti-idling bumper stickers on GEL fleet vehicles
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Anti-Idling Campaign Collateral 
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Anti-Idling Campaign Collateral
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Anti-Idling Campaign Collateral
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Other GEL Initiatives

� Gas Cap Check/Replacement Program 

� One of the first organizations to participate in Tr ident Rideshare

� Member of The Climate Registry

� Recycling Program: paper, cardboard, aluminum cans,  e-waste

� Use of post consumer recycled content paper product s

� Going to a paperless environment where possible 

� Telecommuting for staff from home and/or client sit es
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Gas Cap Check/Replacement Program

One faulty gas cap can leak one gallon of gasoline into the air every 15 
days, which contributes to ground-level ozone pollu tion. Evaporative 
emissions from each faulty or missing gas cap can a mount to an 
average of 165 pounds of volatile organic compounds  (VOCs) per year. 
Not only is this bad for the air and for public hea lth, but it is a waste of 
money and gasoline. By hosting a gas cap check, emp loyers can help 
curb ozone pollution. 

Faulty or missing gas caps emit VOCs, which combine  with nitrogen 
oxides (NOx) in the presence of sunlight to form gr ound-level ozone 
pollution. Ozone pollution can cause breathing prob lems and 
respiratory infections in the elderly, young, and t hose with pre-existing 
respiratory ailments.
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Other GEL Initiatives
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Questions?

Sandra Chzasz

(843) 769-7378

sandra.chzasz@gel.com
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